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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. DEGETTE). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
June 17, 2021. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DIANA 
DEGETTE to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

O Lord, our God, speak into our lives 
as You have spoken throughout time. 
On the day of historic jubilee, speak 
good news to the poor that they would 
have occasion to celebrate emanci-
pation from chains that yet bind them. 

Proclaim liberty to those still held 
captive by injustice. Give sight to 
those blind to Your merciful love. Free 
all who are oppressed and break every 
yoke of prejudice and hatred. 

Then call upon us to be the bearers of 
these truths in both word and deed. 
Cast our eyes on those around us that 
we would not see slave or free, but 
brothers and sisters, children of Your 
creation. 

That each person who calls the 
United States home be allowed to de-
light in the freedoms afforded them by 
its democracy. 

That liberty and justice would be 
woven inextricably into the fabric of 
our Nation and defended on behalf of 
all her people. 

And that henceforward, all may be 
freed from hate and oppression to enjoy 
Your perfect design for this Republic. 

We pray this, having each been made 
free in Your name. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(a) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the Journal of the last day’s 
proceedings is approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
KELLER) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KELLER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to five requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF 
HOUSTON’S MEXICAN CONSULATE 

(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today in celebration of 100 
years of the Mexican Consulate’s pres-
ence in Houston. This is huge for the 
diplomatic relationship between two 
neighbors. The consulate was first es-
tablished in 1920, and today it is the 
largest diplomatic mission in the city, 
providing services to tens of thousands 
of people a year. It is proof of the need 
to strengthen, now more than ever, our 
diplomatic ties and tackle our shared 
opportunities and challenges. 

Congratulations, Consul General 
Alicia Kerber, the first woman to head 
the consulate’s office in Houston. A 
good neighbor, we have worked to-
gether on food drives, COVID testing 
and vaccines, trade, and immigration 
rights. 

Tomorrow, June 18, the consulate 
will be opening its new headquarters. 
Congratulations to the Mexican diplo-
matic mission in Houston. May we con-
tinue to work together the next 100 
years. 

Congratulations. Felicidades. 
f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF BARBARA MORRIS STAFFORD 

(Mr. GRIFFITH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in great sadness. Last night, 
at 6:16, my friend, a community leader 
and a member of my district staff, 
passed away, Barbara Morris Stafford. 

Barbara was born in 1953, and was 
part of a political family. Her father, 
Howard Morris, was chairman of the 
Giles County Board of Supervisors. Her 
husband was a 10-term member of the 
Virginia House of Delegates, and when 
he died young, she took over his seat. 

Now a single mother to Chris, Eliza-
beth, and Mary, she served her commu-
nity for many years as a member of the 
Virginia House of Delegates; mayor of 
her hometown of Pearisburg, Virginia; 
director of the chamber of commerce; 
and then, for over 10 years and until 
last night, as a constituent services 
representative in my district office. 

Barbara was a great leader and she 
will be sorely missed by the commu-
nity she loved and the community that 
loved her. 

f 

THANKING CAPITOL POLICE 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
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